I/WE CLAIM: 



1. 



.compact package for a garment made from a delicate material 




comprising^ 

a container body defining a storage chamber having an open end; 
a garment made from a delicate material having an associated 
uncompressed, lo^e density, said^^^^^being compressed within the 
storage chamber of shid container^bodyto multiple times the loose, 
uncompressed density; 

a buffer material, separate from the garment, arranged upon the 



garment within the storage cnamber; and 

a c over member ex tendin^across the open end of the storage / 
chamber to retain the garment and buffer material within the container 



body. 



2. The compact package according to claim 1, wherei n the coye r 
member includes a body portion provided with a plurality of^efpenings. 



3. The compact package according to claim 2, y^herein the body 
portion of the cover member i ncludes an arcu ate base. 



4. The compact package accordinjgao claim 3, wherei n a lo wer side of 
the base is convex in shape. 



5. The compact package according to claim 1, further c ompri sing: a 
puU-tab~element-attac]^ for 
use in removing the/cover member from the storage chamber. 
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6. The compact package according to claim 5, wherei n the pull -tab 
element is pivotally connected to the body portion. 



7. The compact package according to claim 6, wherein the pull-t; 
element constitutes a ring. 



8. The compact package according to claim 1, further con^rising: a 
plurality of projections provided on an upper inside surface^portion of the 
container body, said cover member engaging the plurality of projections 
within the storage chamber. 



9. The compact package according to claim ly4urther comprising: a 
cap member mounted over the open end of the container body. 



10. The compact package according to claim 9, wherein the container 
body is formed, about at least a portion or the open end, with an 
outwardly projecting lip, and said cap inember is formed with a plurality 
of inner projections, wherein said cap member is snap-fit to the container 
body with the plurality of inner projections extending about the lip. 



1 1 . The compact package according to claim 1 , wherein the storage 



/ 3 3 

chamber has a total volume'of less than 10 in (164 cm ). 



12. The compact package according to claim 1, wherein the buffer 
material is different from the delicate material of the garment. 



13. The compact package according to claim 12, wherein the buffer 
material is constituted by paper. 
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14. The^ompact package according to claim 1, wherein the garment 
constitiite^lrosiery. 

15. The compact package according to claim 14, wherein the hosiery 
constitutes a pair of pantyhose. 

16. A compact package for a garment made from a delicate material 
comprising: \ 

a container Hx)dy defining a storage chamber having an open end, 
said storage chambe\having a total volume of less than 10 in (164 cm ); 

a garment madeNrom a delicate material having an associated 
uncompressed, loose density, said garment being compressed within the 
storage chamber of said container body to multifile times the loose, 
uncompressed density; \ 

a cover member extendingvacross the open end of the storage 
chamber to retain the garment witMn the container body; and 

a cap member mounted to the otoen end of the container body over 
the cover member. 



17. The compact package according to claim 16, wherein the^cont^ikfer 
body is formed, about at least a portion of the open end, witij-an 
outwardly projecting lip, and said cap member is fbpEn€a with a plurality 
of inner projections, wherein said cap memljer'is snap-fit to the container 
body with the plurality of inner projepti6ns extending about the lip. 

1 8. The compact package according to claim 16, wherein the cover 
member includes a body portion provided with a plurality of openings. 
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19. The compact package according to claim 18, wherein the body 
portion of the cover member includes an arcuate base. / 

20. The compact package according to claim 19, wherein a/lower sMe 
of the base is convex in shape. / / 

21. The compact package according to claim 16, further comprising: a 
pull-tab element, attached to the body portion of the coveymember, for 
use in removing the cover member from the storage chamber. 

22. The compact package according to claim 2JC, wherein the pull-tab 
element is pivotally connected to the body portion. 

23. The compact package according to/claim 22, wherein the pull-tab 
element constitutes a ring. / 

24. The compact package accojximg to claim 16, further comprising: a 
plurality of projections provided on an upper inside surface portion of the 
container body, said cover number engaging the plurality of projections 
within the storage chamber. 



25. The compact package according to claim 16, further comprising: a 
buffer material arranged upon the garment within the storage chamber. 

26. The compact package according to claim 25, wherein the buffer 
material is different from the delicate material of the garment. 
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27. The compact package according to claim 26, wherein 
material is constit^tetTBy paper. 



e 



28. Trafc^p&ct package according to claim 16, wherein the garment 
constitucQsJrosiery. 

29. Th^compact package according to claim 28, wherein the hosiery 
constitutes a\pair of pantyhose. 

30. V method of packaging a garment made from a delicate material 
comprising: 

loading a garment, made from a delicate material, within a 
container body having a total volume of less than 10 in (164 cm ), with 
the garment Being compressed to multiple times a loose, uncompressed 

density of the garment; , 

coverin^me^armem with a cover member to retain the garment 

within the ccptaiireAbo^; and 

engagkigajrap member at an open end of the container body across 
the cover member. \ 

3 1 . The method according to claim 30, further comprising: pre-loading 
the garment into a tube and subsequently shifting the garment from the 
tube into the container bodys. 

32. The method according to^claim 31, further comprising: pre-loading 
a buffer material into the tube with the garment. 
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3*3. The method according to claim 31, wherein the pre-loading 
includes initially drawing the garment into a first part of the tube and 
subsequently blowing the garment into a second part of the tube. 

34. TheViethod according to claim 3 1, wherein the garment is shifted 
into the container body by a plunger extending into the tube. 

35. The method according to claim 34, further comprising: inserting 
the cover member into the container body with the plunger. 

0 36. The method accoS^mgio clain/30, further comprising: providing a 

lii pull-tab on the cover member for removing the cover member in order to 

il access the garment in the container body. 

□ 37. The method according to ctaim 30, further comprising: loading a 

q buffer material, which constitutes a^eparate piece from the garment, 

38. The method according to claim 30, ^herein the cap member is 
snap-fit onto the open end of the container body. 

39. An apparatus for packaging a garment made from a delicate 
material comprising: \ 

means for supporting a container body including an open end 
leading to an interior storage chamber having a volume less than 10 in 3 
(164 cm 3 ); and \ 
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Nneans for directing each of a garment made from a delicate 
material^ separate buffer material, and a cover member successively into 
the storageS^hamber. 

40. The apparatus according to claim 39, wherein said directing means 
comprises a pre-loading tube for initially housing the garment and the 
buffer material. \ 

4 1 . The apparatus^cctording to c*aim 40, wherein said directing means 
further comprises a plimgervinember for shifting the garment and buffer 
material into the stOTage^hamber. 

42. The apparatus according tos^laim 41 , wherein said plunger includes 
a terminal end portion which suppoks the cover member. 

43. The apparatus according to claim\l, wherein the pre-loading tube 
is shiftable into and out of alignment with the plunger member. 
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